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in the debate, defining the constitutional duties
of the government toward the regulation of the
currency, and discussing in a masterly manner
the intricate questions of domestic exchanges and
the excessive circulation of bank notes. On an-
other occasion he reiterated his belief that a na-
tional bank was the true remedy for existing ills,
but that only hard experience could convince the
country of its necessity.

At this session the resolution to expunge the vote
of censure of 1833 was again brought forward by
Mr. Benton. The Senate had at last come under
the sway of the President, and it was clear that
the resolution would pass. This precious scheme
belongs to the same category of absurdities as the
placing Oliver Cromwell's skull on Temple Bar,
and throwing Robert Blake's body on a dung-hill
by Charles Stuart and his friends. It was not
such a mean and cowardly performance as that of
the heroes of the Restoration, but it was far more
" childish-foolish." The miserable and ludicrous
nature of such a proceeding disgusted Mr. Web-
ster beyond measure. Before the vote was taken
he made a brief speech that is a perfect model of
dignified and severe protest against a silly outrage
upon the Constitution and upon the rights of sen-
ators, which he was totally unable to prevent.
The original censure is part of history. No " black
lines" can take it out. The expunging resolution,
which Mr. Curtis justly calls "fantastic and the*